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Church Family 

 

In Galatians 4:4 we learn that when the fullness of the TIME came, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman . . . For 

the last two weeks I have preached messages emphasizing the fact that Christmas is Time to be Healed and Christ-

mas is Time to Remember. This Sunday I plan on preaching a message dealing with why I believe Christmas is 

Time to Celebrate!  

 

There are a lot of celebrations that take place in the course of a year, New Year’s, Valentine’s, Easter, Memorial, 

Fourth of July, Labor Day and Thanksgiving Day to name a few. However Christmas is the largest celebration 

around the world every year and Christmas is emphasized and celebrated for an entire month (or more)! The true 

story of Christmas is about God fulfilling His promise to send the Messiah and in the process fulfilling every proph-

ecy made over a span of 4,000 years down to the last and final detail. When Jesus was born through the Virgin Mary 

it was not just another baby being born this was Immanuel, God with us! It is no wonder the angel said “I bring you 

GOOD NEWS of GREAT JOY (Luke 2:8-11)! Think about it, every time a person looks at their calendar or refers 

to a date or writes one down, they are using Jesus Christ as their reference point! History is divided into BC (before 

Christ) and AD (anno Domini, in the year of the Lord). Every other event in human history is dated by how many 

days and years it has been since Jesus Christ was born through the Virgin Mary!  

 

We have an incredible platform during the Christmas season to tell the rest of this amazing story. There was not only 

a Cradle (a Child will be born), but there was also a Cross (and a Son will be given) and  the good news is that Jesus 

is not in the Cradle and He is not on the Cross! One day soon He is returning to this earth and He is going to be 

wearing His Crown (and the Government will be on His shoulders), because He is the King of Kings and Lord of 

Lords!  

 

I look forward to seeing you Sunday and I will once again be Swinging the Two-Edged Sword! 

 

 

Brother Bobby 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Sunday, December 9, 2012 

 Bible Study Attendance             733 

  Total Worship Attendance                  635 

Received Sunday                                                            $31,875.98 

Weekly Requirements $35,217.00 

Received to Date  $1,732,005.23 

Required to Date $1,760,850.00 

 

Faith Commitment Offering 

Received Sunday                                                  $1,522.00           

Received to date                                               $103,625.38           

 Please welcome our new 
Members by Letter 

Bob and Doris Layman 

Debbie Ramsey 

Susan Scott 

Holiday Schedule: 

 Dec. 16:  Adult Musical (THE SONG) 

 Dec. 19:  Gingerbread Village (pre-K-6th gr. families) 

 Dec. 23:  NO Evening Services 

 Dec. 24:  Church offices Closed 

 Dec. 24:  Candlelight Service and Lord’s Supper 

 Dec. 25:  Church offices Closed;  

        No Newsletter   

 Dec. 26:  NO AWANA 

 Dec. 30:  NO Newsletter this Week 

 Jan. 01:  Church Office Closed 

 Jan. 02:  NO Evening Services 

 

2012 Budget                                                                                                                                        $ 88,868.73 



55+ Young At Heart 
 

                              

 

Retiring the Lights 
 
Two weeks ago my son, Andrew gave me a tremendous 
Christmas gift.  I was late in getting our Christmas lights 
on the house and so he hung them for us all by himself.  
He did a great job and they looked great!  I cannot tell you 
how good it was to drive home that evening and pull into 
our drive and see the multi-colored lights shining brightly 
across the front of our house.   
 
This was a great gift not only because it is a difficult job, 
but also because there also seems to be “issues” involved 
when I have to do it.  There are issues with electricity, 
lights bulbs, fuses, ladders, bushes, strands, clips, sta-
ples and people.  So you can imagine the anxiety I felt 
whenever I came in one night and saw that one of the 
strands of lights was not shining.  The other strands were 
shining brightly and giving their testimony that Christmas 
is celebrated in this house.  I knew that I would have to get 
involved bringing up all of the “issues” mentioned above 
as well as the anxiety of past “issues.”   
 
I dreaded it and so I put it off as long as I could.  In fact, 
the morning I knew I had to take care of it was Saturday 
morning and fortunately both Andrew and Timothy were 
home to help.  We set out and quickly took down the un-
lighted strand of bulbs.  We began the laborious process 
of trying to find the erring bulb, but without success.  We 
replaced fuses.  Still no lights!  I found another strand of 
similar lights in the garage and asked the boys to hang 
them in place of the old lights.  After getting them all hung 
in place, the “plugs” did not fit.  They would not work to-
gether. (I know that some of you lighting experts will say I 
should have checked that before I asked my boys to string 
them up so go ahead.  I know you will feel better after you 
do.)  No problem, surely we have an adapter for that.  No 
adapter!  Guess what!  There was not an adapter that 
would fit at the store either.  Fortunately, I found another 
set of the same type of lights in the garage.  (I should have 
looked harder the first time.  I know.)  We tested this 
strand and they worked so the boys took down the old 
strand that did not fit and put up the new strand that did 
fit.  We flipped the switch and everything worked!  WHEW! 
 
While they were busy hanging the lights I set about to do 
surgery on the old strand to see if I could revive them for 
use somewhere else or in case another strand went out.  I 
got out my special tools and checked bulbs and fuses and 
wires and used all of the knowledge and resources I had, 
but without success.   

 

Dec. 17 
Philippians 

Dec. 18 
1 Timothy 

Dec. 19 
Titus 

Dec. 20 
1 Peter 

Dec. 21 
Heb 1-6 

 

Dec. 22 
Heb 7-10 

 

Dec. 23 
Heb 11-13 

 

Special Friends Angel Tree 
 

 

 

Deadline to return the gifts is  

December 19.    
 

 

Don’t forget to sign up for our 55 Plus New Year’s 
Eve party.  The fun begins at 8:00 pm in the GYM on 
Monday, December 31.   

Bring finger food to enjoy.  We will play 
games and sometime near 12:00 am we will 
celebrate with Black Eye Peas and Corn-
bread.      

See you there! 

Bro. Royce 

So, sadly we had to retire that set of lights.  They did a good 
job beaming out their message while they could.  I appreciate 
the witness they gave.   
 
Jesus said,  “You are the light of the world. … Let your light 
shine before men in such a way that they may see your good 
works, and glorify your Father who is in heaven” (Matthew 
5:14, 16).  When we shine the light of our faith in Christ out to 
the world we give bright and clear witness for Christ.  We are 
called to do that as long as we can.  Someday our strand not 
shine anymore and God will call us home.  Until then, let’s all 
shine as brightly as we can for Jesus, not just at Christmas, 
but all year long. 
 
Your fellow light, 
 
Bro. Kelly 

YOUTH  CHRISTMAS OUTING

HOLIDAY IN THE PARK

Friday, December 28, 2012

12:00 noon

$25.00

Sign up at the Lighthouse

There are 6 youth girls and 4 youth boys 
who have already committed to summer 
mission trips this summer.  As a way to help 

the girls raise the funds necessary for these trips, we 
are selling ornaments in the atrium for $8 each. 
 You can make special requests and/or personaliza-
tion requests.  Thank you in advance for helping 
them prepare for these trips.  If you would like to 
give to them without purchasing an ornament, there 
is a jar at the ornament table or milk jugs all over the 
church.   
 

Also, we will be planning a boys fundraiser early next 
year, so watch for information and how you can par-
ticipate.  

Jonathan 

 The  SONG 
This Sunday evening the Adult Choir will make their final 
presentation for the Christmas season.  THE SONG is a 
compilation of some of our most loved Christmas carols 
along with several newer songs.  The musical features many 
of the choir members in solos and narrations.  Please, re-
member them in yours prayers as they make final prepara-
tions this week.  And always include our Media Staff, a won-
derful group of volunteers, who always do such an amazing 
job from week to week. 

 We look forward to seeing you this Sunday evening at 6:00 
p.m., as we present: 

The  SONG 
Compiled and Arranged by 

David T. Clydesdale 

& 

Karla Worley 

GloryLand Singers 

& 

Celebration Ringers 

You all did a wonderful job this December.  Thank you for 
the hard work and commitment.  Have a wonderful Christ-
mas season with family and friends.  We are finished for 
the year, and I will see you all in January. 

Steve 

     Great Gift Idea: 

 

Highland Terrace Baptist 
Church Cook Book 

Cost: $10 

Contact the church office 903-455-2970 

Dr. F. Bobby Atkins Senior Pastor 

Dr. Kelly Carr Executive Pastor 

Royce Litchfield  Minister to Senior Adults 

Steve O. Payne Minister of Music 

Jonathan Carpenter Associate Minister of Music 

Angela Hudgins Minister to the Children’s Ministry 

Dena Arnold Financial Secretary 

Matt Reynolds Media Director 

Dylan Ragan Children's Ministry Intern 

Ministry Staff 

Coming Soon 
 

Beginning January 2013, The Purpose 
will be mailed out bi-monthly. 


